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The Software Assurance Curriculum Project
Software Assurance Curriculum Materials Available for Download

The following Software Assurance Curriculum materials are available for download:

• Software Assurance Curriculum Project Volume I: Master of Software Assurance Reference Curriculum
can be used by educational institutions to create a Master of Software Assurance degree program or a
track within existing software engineering and computer science degree programs.

• Software Assurance Curriculum Project Volume II:Undergraduate Course Outlines provide students
with fundamental skills for entering the software assurance field directly or continuing with graduate-
level education. 

• Software Assurance Curriculum Project Volume III: Master of Software Assurance Course Syllabi
includes syllabi created to support the development of a set of courses to be used in a master of software
assurance curriculum.

• Software Assurance Curriculum Project Volume IV: Community College Education focuses on
community college courses for software assurance. The courses are intended to provide students with
fundamental skills for continuing with graduate-level education or to provide supplementary education
for students with prior undergraduate technical degrees who wish to become more specialized in
software assurance.

These materials are part of the Software Assurance Curriculum Project sponsored by DHS. This project
recognizes that software assurance is emerging as an important discipline for the development, acquisition,
and operation of software systems and services that provide requisite levels of dependability and security.

Curriculum Now Recognized by the IEEE Computer Society and the Association for Computing
Machinery

The IEEE Computer Society (IEEE-CS) and Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) have recognized
the Master of Software Assurance (MSwA) Reference Curriculum as appropriate for a master’s program
in software assurance. This formal recognition signifies to the educational community that the MSwA
Reference Curriculum is suitable for creating graduate programs or tracks in software assurance. The
IEEE-CS and ACM have developed several computing curricula and are community leaders in curricula
development. This MSwA curriculum includes focused curriculum recommendations for software assurance
—the first curriculum developed for this specific field.

Technical Note on Integrating the MSwA Reference Curriculum into Information Systems
Curriculum Now Available

In addition, the technical note Integrating the Master of Software Assurance Reference Curriculum into the
Model Curriculum and Guidelines for Graduate Degree Programs in Information Systems provides the SwA
specialization for the Master of Science in Information Systems (MSIS). It addresses the secure software
domain by providing a point of reference and guidance for software assurance education and training to
better address secure development, sustainment, and acquisition of software code. The report examines how
the recommendations of the MSwA Reference Curriculum might be integrated into the model curriculum
recommendations for an MSIS.

Visit the CERT website1 to download these materials, as well as presentation materials that provide faculty
with an overview of the curriculum work.

Interested in starting a Master of Software Assurance degree program or track at your educational

institution? Learn more at the CERT website2.

1. http://www.cert.org/mswa/
2. http://www.cert.org/mswa/
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